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Evanston Creekside Community Association (ECCA)
Board of Directors - April Meeting Minutes
Date: Tuesday, April 7, 2026
Location: Boston Pizza Creekside

Attendees
· Mike Stiles – President
· Sandra Taylor – Vice President
· Jamie Fisher – Vice President
· Sarah Alexander – Secretary
· Renee Vilneff – Treasurer
· Maricel McDonald – Director of Memberships
· Brooke Snelgrove – Director of Communications
· Karl Alexander – Director of Public Spaces
· Tristin Stiles – Director of Public Spaces (Via Zoom)
· Bobby Kooner – Director of Safety
· Mikee Laberge – Director of Events 
· Sharon Todd – Director at Large & Garden Coordinator
· Aaron Taylor – Neighborhood Partnership Coordinator, City of Calgary
· Adam Massiah – Community Relations Advisor, Ward 2 Office
· Karen Ruzicki – Office of the Hon. Muhammad Yaseen MLA for Calgary-North
· Regina Shakirova – Chief of Staff, Office of the MP Amanpreet Singh Gill Calgary-Skyview
· Amanpreet Singh Gill - Member of Parliament, Calgary-Skyview

Absentees
· Aly Bhimji – Director of Fundraising

1. Roll Call

The meeting was called to order at 6:31 PM.
Motioned by: Mike Stiles
Seconded by: Sandra Todd
Result: Carried unanimously


2. Guest Presentations
2.1 Neighbourhood Partnership Coordinator Board Report
Presenter: Aaron Taylor
Details are available in the attached report. Key updates included:
· 2026 Neighbour Day: Free block party and greenspace permit applications are now open. Deadline: May 31, 2026.
· Spring Street Cleaning: Begins mid-April. Residents can sign up for reminders online. No street parking is permitted between 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM, even if the street has already been cleared.
· Compost Giveaway: Online booking opened March 31. Residents can book online. ECCA may contact 311 to request compost for the community garden.
· 2027–2030 City Budget: Residents were encouraged to provide input via the online survey (March 18 – April 15).
· Tree Workshops: Session dates and locations are available online.
· Rain Barrel Rebate: Program returns April 2026 in partnership with Green Calgary.
· YYC Neighbour Day Microgrant: Applications open April 15.
· Activate YYC Grant: Applications open until August 31, 2026 (Federation of Calgary Communities).
2.2 Council Updates
Presenter: Adam Massiah
· 311 inquiries for March related to:
· Black cart collection
· Property tax increases
· Snow and ice on sidewalks
· Pothole maintenance
· Rezoning Public Hearing: Council voted to repeal citywide rezoning after eight days of hearings, with over 400 speakers and 3,300 written submissions.
· Ward 2 Town Hall: May 4, 2026 | 5:30–7:30 PM | Symons Valley United Church
· Safety Concerns (Evanston Park): Ongoing issues with Surrons damaging grass. CPS indicated limited enforcement ability. Adam will meet with 311 to explore bylaw enforcement options.
· Off-Leash Dogs (Ridge Pathways): Request for “Dogs on Leash” signage. Temporary signage may be possible; Adam will investigate.
2.3 Parliament Updates
Presenter: Amanpreet Singh Gill
· New office opening later this month near FreshCo / Little Caesars
· Hours: Monday–Friday, 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM
· Services include passport and pension application support
· Available to assist ECCA with:
· Safety concerns
· Support letters
· Grant applications
· Stampede Breakfast: July 5, 2026 at Vivo
3. Reports of Officers, Directors, and Committees
3.1 President’s Report – Mike Stiles
· AGM: All directors indicated intent to run again (unanimous).
· Board Leadership Workshop: Mike, Maricel, and Sandra to attend on April 25, 2026.
· School Engagement: Met with principals of St. Josephine Bakhita and Kenneth D. Taylor schools. Discussed:
· Newsletter collaboration
· Outdoor education opportunities using Evanston Community Park
· Park Rentals:
· Pricing discrepancies identified between agreement and online system
· Discussion on increasing non-member fees
Action: VP 1 to create a new JotForm for bookings and remove sledding hill as a rental option.
· Rain Barrel Fundraiser:
· Approved by board
· ECCA to earn $15 per barrel sold
Action: VP 1 to begin application process
3.2 Vice President’s Report – Sandra Taylor
· Easter Event:
· 11 QR scans recorded; no memberships purchased
· Suggestion: offer incentives (e.g., chocolates, coupons) at future events
· Police Report Follow-Up:
· No updates received
· Sandra to follow up
3.3 Treasurer’s Report – Renee Vilneff
· Internal Audit:
· Balance sheets being finalized for volunteer auditor review
· Submission requirements prior to AGM:
· Financials
· Annual return proof
· Insurance documentation
· Financial Overview:
· 2025 year-end balanced
· Annual operating expenses: approx. $8,600
· Year-to-date loss: approx. $3,000
· Bank Balance (April 7, 2026): $7,901
3.4 Director of Memberships – Maricel McDonald
· New partner added: Lalava Modern Laundromat (Carrington)
· Meetings scheduled with DSpot (Sage Hill) and outreach to Splitsville (Creekside)
· 2–3 new members added
· Current Membership: 143
Requests & Initiatives:
· Board members to share ECCA Facebook posts
· May challenge: each board member to recruit 5 new members
3.5 Director of Public Spaces – Karl Alexander
E-Moto Park Proposal
· Concept: designated riding area (e-moto park or pump track)
· Benefits:
· Reduces Park damage
· Engages youth
· Suggested next steps:
· Community poll
· City siteline survey
Action: DP 1 to prepare drawings and cost estimates and secretary to consult 	insurance provider.
Maintenance & Equipment
· Snowblower requires replacement
· Aeration, topsoil, and reseeding needed
Action: Revisit next meeting
Solar Lighting
· Grant application (Energizing Spaces YYC) due May 3, 2026
Action: VP 2 to prepare grant application
Signboard
· UV film deemed ineffective
· Approved solution: drill ventilation holes
3.6 Director of Safety – Bobby Kooner
· Proposed education/awareness campaign for Surrons
· Requested quote for “No E-Bikes” signage
· Community Concern:
· Evanston lookout area misuse (litter, inappropriate activity)
· Exploring barrier adjustments to restrict access
3.7 Director of Communications – Brooke Snelgrove
· Interview with Avenue Living (publication expected October)
· Seeking board input on problematic uncontrolled intersections
3.8 Director of Events – Mikee Laberge
· Donations received:
· 100 cotton bandanas for Stampede Breakfast
· 6 × $25 Walmart gift cards (Office of MLA Muhammad Yaseen)
· Upcoming Event Initiatives:
· Community BBQ (Aug 8/9, 2026 – tentative)
· Membership Rewards Appreciation Night (To be discussed at next board meeting)
· Christmas Mingle & Silent Auction (Nov 29 or Dec 6, 2026 - tentative)
3.9 Director-at-Large / Garden Committee – Sharon Todd
· Donations received: topsoil and seeds (Rona)
· Garden boxes inspected—no damage
· Calgary Food Bank case opened for produce donations
· Planting: Planned after May long weekend (weather permitting)
· Sponsorship Idea:
· Request plaques from Rona for recognition
· Next Garden Committee Meeting: April 11, 2026 @ 2:00 PM
4. Special Orders (Motions)
4.1 Reclassify signboard and Adirondack chairs as supplies
· Moved: Renee Vilneff
· Seconded: Sharon Todd
· Result: Carried unanimously
4.2 Monthly incentive (starting May) - Buy a membership and be entered into draw for Walmart gift card
· Moved: Mikee Laberge
· Seconded: Sarah Alexander
· Result: Carried unanimously
4.3 Extend meetings to 9:00 PM
· Moved: Mike Stiles
· Seconded: Renee Vilneff
· Result: Carried unanimously
5. New Business
· Branding Kit: Mikee to create and present at next board meeting
· AGM Preparation: Board arrival between 5:30–5:45 PM for audit approval
· Proxy Forms: President to circulate and VP 1 to confirm bylaw compliance for AGM
· Garden Box Rentals: 4 boxes allocated for rental - Action: Communications to advertise via Facebook
6. Upcoming Events
· Stampede Breakfast: July 5, 2026 – Hosted by Homes by Maricel
· Pumpkin Event: October 10, 2026 - Hosted by Homes by Maricel
· Community Cleanup: Sept 20, 2026, 9 AM – 2 PM @ St. Josephine Bakhita
· Santa Meet & Greet: December 5, 2026 - Hosted by Homes by Maricel
7. Next Meetings
· Annual General Meeting: April 29, 2026 | 6:00 PM Location: Servus Credit Union
· May Board Meeting: May 5, 2026 | 6:30 PM Location: Boston Pizza Creekside
· June Board Meeting: June 2, 2026 | 6:30 PM Location: Scotsman’s Well
8. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 pm.
Moved by: Mike Stiles
Seconded by: Maricel McDonald
Result: Carried unanimously

Prepared By: Sarah Alexander, Secretary
Approved By: Mike Stiles, President
Dated: Apr 21/2026 
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